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RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

REMARKS DEC 1 § 2006 

Claims in the Application. Claims' U 1:8; ,19 and 25 been amended herein. Claims 26^35 Mid 
46 have -be^a caacel led from tjiis-applicatiori, Ctairos 47-48 have b^en added to this application; 
Accordiiigly* Claims 1-25, 3<>45 : and 47-4.8 are active in thte applicMipi^ ReconsidanitifcR h 
respectfully tieqaiesieid. 

Exniwber-s ftpi^ion Under 35 IlAC, 8 I03fa) v Tho Examiner maihuiin? itie rejection of 
Claims 1*25 and 36-45 under 3S TJ.S.C. § 103(a) m being unpatentable oyer 0.,S. Patent No, 
5,502482: 0;S, Patent No. 5>965£S1 fftfo^ and UsS. Patent No ; 3477*336 

("Nakdsthitti"). XhH ground for rjsjeetidh i*tmv<ttsed> 

The claims; of Appji cants are, directed to a tljernjal insulating composition of a water- 
superabsorbent polymer, viscosifykg polymer and water and/or brine; The: water- 
i^^nabfiibrberit polymer is capable of absorbing a minimum of its own weight rn water. As set 
forth in Claim T,. the composition is pumpabie. As .reflected in Claim 37 ?: the: composition, 
contains betweeii frirtn *b6ut : 20 to about 99 weight, percent of wafer ^rid/or brine, Such: 
expositions are used to control: undesked hoatloss from, production tubing or heat transfer to mr 
outer annulL the presence of tta: water-superabsorbent polymer in the thermal irtsul^tipig 
composition locks tip or eUmt«*tes: het water which, in turtu controls convectioiu The 
Si^rabsorbentrcontaining insulating composition claimed by Applicants has improved 
hjsulation over a.com&portd^ does not contain a jmper&bsorbcm.. 

Unger discloses a process of making a crosslinked poTOtis: solid;, the hydtogel of Ungzr 
is not a superabsorbent \ Instead, the solid crosslinked porous ateorbent body of Urigei , deHyed 
from the hydrogel, is the superabsorbent. Note that the ."gelling agent functions as the : 
CTOSslinking agent and the filing agent is added to the hydrogcl in order to foriti the CTOSslli^ked 
polymer \yhiclv in ti3TO, wheal dried, is. the supefab$orbeni. Note coL 5, 1- 65 through col. 6 $ I 29- 
30 of linger wherein it U noted that the. gelling agent •% reactive, with the polymer to ffst or 
coagulate: the preger (emphasis added). Thus, the absorbent material in linger is the ilnal 
reaction product of pregd Md cro^linking rigeM; the hydrOgeJ serving as a buildiog block to 
make the porous solids The solid absorbem is used to make such products as wait panels having 
insulation qualities (col. 12, 11. 31-41) wherein the hpllow matrix. {capable of enfi^ppirig air) 
renders the teqviisite tnsu iation. 

Unlike the solkl absorbents of Unger r lke thermal jnsulatiiig .com^ 
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a pumptfhle liquid whfch: contains a superatfcorbent. The claims of Applicants? recite a 
vjscosifyiag agent m combination with the water-supef absorbent polyn>er linger only discloses 
n process of making a solid superabsorbent. linger (foes not disclose a thermal insulating, 
composition of a vlsfcositfying agent $xip«rabsorbent- Further* m order to be pusnpablc* thtf 
claims of Applicants also recite water and/or brine; Unger h not directed to a pumpable. 
composition; Thus, the thermal insulating composition defined! ift Applicants*:. claims ia not 
disclosed in Uhgen 

titiiU like Unger, discloses a process of 'making; art absorbent materia}, llie Examiner 
Mies upoh: fines 26-S9 of column 16. lines 3-20 of column 21 arid the writing Examples to 
support; her rejection that; Ishii discloses th* combination of superabsotbent polymer and 
viscosiiying polymer: A clear reading of d^cit^-p^saj^:(fl^'i^ remaining portions) of Ishii 
illustrates that such materials are used tp mafce: a .^Itquicl-abjSOfbmg material composition 71 , a$ 
referenced in the Examples, This composition -contains- a crosslinking agent; copolymer watery 
orgaitic solvent ami plastiisizer. Note* for ij&ahce, that! the . *1iqaidrabsorbing material: 
composition" of claim 1 of Ischiite illustrated by; Examples i -7; T&fe composition is mtf a liquid 
ab^iHnt iraterial. Claim 1. of 'ishii clearly .tfafbes: the invention to be: **a composition Jot- 
preparing o Hqyifcifaor'hitig mattriat, The liquid-absorbing material in JsHU h Xho molded 
product, fibte Examples 8^ 14 of ishii directed to forming a moltfed product: from such: 
compositions which, in mrn, exhibit u Kquid absorption. magMiftpatiQUS?,. Se<; v coL 24, IL 1-7.. 
Thus the liquid absorbing material of Ivhrl not. the '%juid-absorbing material composition' 7 
id^sfiribed m col: 2, I: .64 through CoU 4, I 61. The liqUid-absofbiitg material of Ishii is the 
molded product; Note further cMm .12. Ishii docs not disclose the addition of a viacqsifyihg 
polymer and water or brine to the absorbent molded product. Thiis», Ishti does not disclose Ihe: 
combination of watec-stii^ab.sorbent polymer* viscosifying, polymer acid wiiiei; aud/or. brine as 
claimed by Applicants. 

Nakashiia discloses a composition. containing a plasticizer, water-soluble or absorbing 
and polyvinyl chloride; An : eni:utdfter -^iurth.i9'K^[uijr94 in order to properly mix ;the water- 
soluble gel or suspension and polyvinyl chloride. The resulting product is a flexible rubber 
which is capable of retaining Us shape, Thermal initiating composntions,, as stated $upw, must 
"to pumpable and clearly could not behave like rubber. In any event; the composition of 
Nakgsfnta does not dis^lpste the combination of a. vyatefrabsorbeht polymer and a viscosi tying 
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agent. At:be$t> the passages relied upon by the Examiner (col. 2, fl, 1 0-36 and col. 3, 11. 25?39): 
are directed to the. production of a wtit^f-.aib«ot bing gel of polymer Note that the ''Water-soluble 
polymers" of column 2 of NakaskiJa used as an alternative to the ''water-absorbing, high 
polymer". The combination of we«:er^>^rbent polymer ihd Viseosifying poTymei : is m\ 
disclosed* 3POf suggested, by these, passages. Reconsideration.^ 

Applicants request the Examiner to contact tbe tmdejn&igned for any reason: deemed 
pmadentto expedite thehandling of this application and issuanee.of a.Notice of Allowance. 



Reij^tfally subinitte^^ 



Dated; December 15, 2006 



JONES*. SMITH: IX? 
2777 Allen Parkway, Suite. 800 
Houston Texas 77di9 
Telephone No.: (713) 528-3100 
Facsimile No,: (7i3)i 893v6076 




.. Wilson Jojnij 
Registration No. 31,380 



CERTIFICATE OP TRANSMISSION UNDER 37 C J\R, Ufd) 

thereby, cettity that this coiTespondence is- being transmitted by facsirtule^^L 273.-8300. 
to tlieCotiunisaioner for Patents, .P.O- BoxPA Box l450 v AJcxandria, VA 22JI3-14S0 
on this the 1:5 th day of December 2006, 

Beth A. Sanders 
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